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GENERAL NOTES. 

BOTANY. 1 

Alfred W. Bennett on the Growth of the Flower-Stalk 
of the Hyacinth. — (Abstract of a paper read before the Linnean 
Society, London, March, 1876.) In a paper read to the society at its 
meeting on November 4, 1875, Mr. Bennett gave some details in re- 
spect of the remarkably rapid growth of the flower-stalk of the female 
flower of Vallisneria spiralis. The general results arrived at were that 
the greatest "energy of growth" was displayed by the apical portion 
of the peduncle or that immediately beneath the flower-bud, the energy 
apparently decreasing regularly towards the base of the flower-stalk. 
As this appeared to be opposed to the law stated by Sachs and others to 
govern the rate of growth of the different successive internodes of an 
aerial stem, he was anxious to ascertain how far it was in accord with 
the relative rapidity of growth of different portions of a single elongated 
1 Conducted by Prof. G. L. Goodale. 



